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FILOODING TN ROMANTA

Torrential rainfall in Romania during the month of May caused heavy
flooding in major areas of economic and agricultural importance to the
country. Reporiedly, hundreds of people have been killed and thousands
left homeless. Television and radio broadcasts as well asg newspaper and
magazine articles report that the floods have seriously endangered the
economy. Although the full extent of the damage is not known, approxi-
mately 1 million acres of farmland lie under water. Damage to transporta-
tion, housing, and communications is extensive, and Romanian authorities

fear an outbreak of epidemics will result from the flooding.

Aid has been given to Romania by the United States, most countries of
Western and Fastern FBurope, and Creat Britain. Although the Soviets were
initially slow in responding to the disaster, the Bucharest Domestic SBervice
reported that a Soviet aircraft recently landed at the Bucharest/otopeni
International Airport with & shipment of supplies provided by the Soviet

Red Cross.

Satellite photography has provided partial coverage of

These notes have been prepared for briefing pueposes only and should not be used for detailed analytical work. Their use
should be restricted to the particular briefing boards (s) they were prepared for and must be considered valid only for the re-
porting period as indicated by the date of issue. For information cencerning these notes contact Chief, Imagery Exploitation
Group NPIC.

GROUP 1 EXCLUDED EROM
AUTOMATIC DOWNGRADING

AND DECLASSIFICATION TOP SECRET RUFF

Approved For Release 2009/04/30 : CIA-RDP78T05929A004200020007-6




Approved For Release 2009/04/30 : CIA-RDP78T05929A004200020007-6 25X1
IUF SECKEL KUKF

* (c) NATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHIC INTERPRETATION CENTER

| 25X1

11 June 1970
Page 2

25X1

the flooding in Romania Although the flood waters

were subsiding, the photography provides evidence of high waters in central

and south central Romasnia. Areas of reported major damage in western and

eastern Romania were not.covered 25X1

At the time of the coverage, no major urban areas appeared to be
inundated; however, the high waters observed over the river banks and
roads confirm reports of property and crop damage. Since the initial
flocding the Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS) has reported
additional rain and snowfall which could cause further flooding. The

following graphics illustrate some of the flood damage:

Alba Iulis Area 25X1

A Romanian "Scinteila" newspaper article of 20 May and a New York Times
article with an accompanying news photograph of 25 May reported extensive

damage at Alba Tulia caused by the flooding of the Mures River. Comparative

views of the city show that although 25X1

the flood waters had subsided, the river had not returned to its normal level.

The surrounding terrain shows that the water had been at a much higher level.
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Apata Area

Comparative views of the area, Jjust north of the industrial town of
Brasov in central Romznia, show the extent of the flooding of the 01t

River. A section of road is observed under water.

North of Slatina

High water marks of the 01t River are discernible immediately north
of Slatina in south centrasl Romania. Backwater pools can be seen where

the river overflowed its banks.

Slatina Area

This gravhic shows the flood-expanded channel of the Olt River near

the industrial town of Slatina.

Turnu Magurele Area

Flooding is cuite evident in the vicinity of Turnu Magurele near
the confluence of the Olt and the Danube Rivers. An annotation indicates

the location of a road under water.

Pietrosani Area

Overflowing of the Danube River i1s observed in the vicinity of
Pietrosani. An area of extensive land and road inundation is discernible

on the photography.
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